
 

 A Wider Vision      
We all live with certain categories that make sense to us. We use them to construct 
our worldview and our understanding of God. We use them to try and make sense of 
people, circumstances, life, and relationships. Categories by their nature involve defini-
tion, limitations, and expectations. There’s nothing wrong with that until those catego-
ries begin to close us off, narrow our vision, and impoverish our life. At some point 
they always do. 
We’ve probably all experienced times when we’ve thought or said something like “I’m 
just not sure what to make of this,” “I can’t figure him/her out.” In those times our 
categories aren’t working. The person or situation doesn’t fit within our boxes and 
definitions. 

John is one of those people. The wilderness is one of those 
situations. They are outside the usual categories of the 
religious authorities of Jesus’ day. When that happens, the 
temptation will always be to re-categorise. That’s what the 
Pharisees are trying to do. They send the priests and Le-
vites to get some answers. They come to the wilderness 
and to John with their categories, expectations, definitions, 
and limits. They expect John to fit. He doesn’t. He won’t 
allow that. With each negation John refuses to let himself 
be boxed in or categorised. The priests and the Levites just 
don’t get it. Their categories have kept them from seeing 
and knowing the one who already stands among them.  
Sometimes our categories do that to us. They keep us 
from recognising the one who stands among us. What if 
we let the failure of our categories expand our vision? 

When people, situations, or even God no longer fit the definitions and expectations of 
our categories maybe it’s time to look again, to open ourselves, and to consider that 
there might be something more.      Michael Marsh 
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Last Weekend:  Attendance 74, Offertory £110.  Thank you for your generosity. 
 

     Masses received this week:  

Sr. Mary Lucy, Sr. Damian, Arthur Golder, Leonard Stevens, Jack & Winifred Shorrock, Gerry 
Allen.  
    

ADVENT EVENTS 

 - Carols by Candlelight at Holy Family (with St. Anthony’s Singers).. 

The Holy Family Community invites you to join us for our Carols by Candlelight  ser-
vice TOMORROW Monday at 7pm.  Enjoy many traditional carols as well as a few sur-
prises. Mince pies and hot drinks will be served after the service. 
 

- Christmas Concert  in St. Anthony’s with St. Anthony’s Singers & 
Holy Family Choir TODAY Sunday at 3pm, followed by refreshments and ac-
tivities in the Parish Centre (including Father Christmas). 

 - Advent Service of Reconciliation We will be joining with St. Gregory’s 

for a Service of Reconciliation this Wednesday 20th December at 7.00pm. 

 -   CAFOD World Gifts  Please take a copy of the CAFOD catalogue for inspiring 

gift ideas to give to your family and friends this Christmas that will also change the 
lives of families living in developing communities. 
 

Catholic Teaching Alliance School Direct Programme  
Are you thinking of applying to train to become a primary or secondary school teacher 
in September 2018? If you are (or will be) a graduate you could train with the Catholic 
Teaching Alliance in schools in the Preston, Blackpool, Lancaster area. Visit 
www.catholic-teaching-alliance.org for details 
   

    Monday ‘Surgery’  5.30—6.30  
Fr. Peter will be in Holy Family Church tomorrow evening from 5.30-6.30pm for any-
one who wants a word about baptisms, weddings, Sacrament of Reconciliation etc.   
  

 PRAYER FOR A NEW BISHOP 
   Almighty God, eternal shepherd and guide, in your love for us, grant to the Catholic 
Diocese of Lancaster a shepherd who will lead us to be Christ’s heart of mercy, voice 
of hope, and hands of justice. Help him to fill our minds and hearts with the truth of  
the Gospel, the power of the sacraments, and the desire to build up your Holy Church.  
We ask this through Christ our Lord.  Amen.   

  - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  

Share-It Food Bank (at Holy Family) 

 These items are the most needed at the moment:  (revised list) 
 *   cooking oil      * jam  * marmalade 
 * coffee (2 in 1)  * biscuits * instant desserts 
     * ANY cereals (small is best) 
         

Th��� y�	 f�� y��� c�n����e� ����r�u� ����n�.   

          Please remember in your prayers …. 
those who are sick: Bill O’Shaughnessy, Margaret Johnson, Eveline Eccles, Malaya, Ray 
Mannion, Claire, Rhoda Case, Bill York, Bob Blacoe, Lawrence Dunnaghan; 
    

those who have died recently:  Mgr P.G. O’Dea, Evelyn Eccles, Arthur Golder;  
    

and those whose anniversaries occur around this time: Pauline Daly, Sheila Hill, 
Margaret Southworth, Edward Walsh, Agnes Riley, Kathleen (Babs) Marshall, Louis Baron, 
Elizabeth Waterfield, Lena Cragg, Helena Hodgson, Henry Hearne, Michael McCann, Peter 
Russell, Norah McGrath. 
   

Father, may these, and all we have known who have gone before us, be received into the 
glory of the Resurrection, won for us by your Son Jesus, the risen Lord.        

    

NEXT SUNDAY   Fourth Sunday of Advent (Year B)             

  

2Sam 7:1-5ff          The kingdom of David will always stand secure before the Lord.   

Rom 16:25-27 They mystery, which was kept secret for endless ages, in now  
   made clear.  

Luke 1:26-38  Listen! You are to conceive and bear a son.     

DIARY and MASS INTENTIONS   
for the week beginning Saturday 16th December 2017 

Sat 6.00pm St. Anthony Margaret Burscough   

Sun 9.30am 

      11.00am 

St. Anthony 

Holy Family 

Leonard Stevens 

Bernard Moore 

Third Sunday of Advent   
            (Gaudete Sunday) 

Mon 9.15am Holy Family    For our parish  

Tue 9.15am St. Anthony Roland Catlow  

Wed 9.15am St Anthony Anne Henrys    

Thur 9.15am Holy Family   John Carroll  

Fri  9.15am 

 6.30-7.30pm 

St Anthony 

Holy Family    

Mary-Jo Cuerden  

Exposition & Holy Communion  

Sat: 6.00pm  St. Anthony  John Tierney     

 Mon  9.30am 

        11.00am 

St. Anthony 

Holy Family 

Philip Atherton 

Fr. P. Dolan 

CHRISTMAS DAY 

Sun 9.30am 

        11.00am 

         6.00pm 

         8.00pm 

St. Anthony 

Holy Family 

St. Anthony 

Holy Family 

William Norman Hartley 

For our parish 

Michael Fitzgerald 

Draper family 

Fourth Sunday of Advent   

 

 

Christmas Vigil 


